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Abstract
Humor has the potential to break down cultural barriers, but there are also vast di�erences regarding how humor is 
used in di�erent cultures. These di�erences often complicate cross-cultural communication and lead to misunder-
standings. John will provide an overview of his e�orts to empower his English language learners by increasing their 
awareness of how humor is used in the target cultures. Participants will also be invited to share their humor success-
es and failures in cross-cultural contexts. 

About the Speaker
John Rucynski is Associate Professor in the Center for Liberal Arts and Language Education at Okayama University. In 
addition to teaching English at the university level in Japan for the last 15 years, he has also taught EFL/ESL in Moroc-
co, New Zealand, and the United States. He has edited two volumes on humor in language teaching, New Ways in 
Teaching with Humor (TESOL Press) and Bridging the Humor Barrier (Lexington Books, with Caleb Prichard). 
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