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Improve Your Japanese Language Skills and
Deepen Your Knowledge of Your Specialized Field!
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University Introduction

Okayama University is a leading national university with 10 undergraduate schools and 1 program, 8 graduate
schools, 3 research institutes, an affiliated hospital and affiliated schools. The campus is located in Okayama city
close to the main train station and boasts the largest site area (approx. 2.07 million square meters) in western
Japan. Originating from the Medical Training Place sponsored by the Lord of Okayama founded in 1870, the
University has 150 years of history as an educational institution. Okayama University is highly regarded globally as
a research university: in 2020, it was ranked 10th overall in the Japanese Research Institution Rankings based on
the number of highly cited papers, (Clarivate Analytics), and in 2021, it was ranked No. 1 domestically in the Times
Higher Education Impact Rankings.
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Course Overview/Classes Offered

The Foundation Course for Post Graduate Studies (known as "Pre-Master Course) is for international students intending
to apply for a graduate program at Okayama University. The Pre-Master Course supports the progress of international
students to graduate school as well as guidance for the academic Japanese proficiency that will be necessary in graduate
school research. The curriculum is focused on advanced Japanese language skills for thesis reading comprehension,
thesis writing, developing the ability to understand lectures, presentation and communication skills, and developing
oral expression ability for interviews. Graduates of the Pre-Master Course can immediately begin their research
activities in graduate school. As well as having the Start-up Class for those with Japanese ability equivalent to N3/N2
level and the Basic Class for those with N2/N1 level, there is the Advanced Class for gaining further advanced academic
Japanese proficiency, and the Disciplinary Class that focuses on research activities in graduate school.
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Start-up Class

The Start-up Class offers six hours per week
of Japanese language classes and activities.
In addition, for students who intend to
study science disciplines in the graduate
school, auditing of specialized subjects and
laboratory activities are included for four
hours per week. For students who intend to
study humanities, as well as classes for thesis
writing, follow-up support is provided for the
improvement of academic Japanese skills.
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Basic Class
(can be applied for concurrently with the Start-up Class)

The Basic Class offers 10.5 hours per
week of fundamental academic Japanese
language classes. Students will gain the
four skills necessary for research activities
(reading, writing, listening, speaking), and
acquire comprehensive academic Japanese
proficiency. In addition, students will
prepare for graduate school by auditing
graduate school classes and receiving
research guidance, as long as it does not
conflict with Japanese language class time.
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Advanced Class

The Advanced Class offers 10.5 hours
per week of academic Japanese language
classes. Applying the Japanese language
skills acquired in the Basic Class, students
will gain the ability to express themselves
more richly and appropriately. Through the
subjects in the Advanced Class, students
can develop practical text writing skills and
communication skills for their own research.

*The Advanced Class can only be chosen by students
who have finished the Basic Class.
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Disciplinary Class

The Disciplinary Class can be chosen by
students who have been attending the Pre-
Master Course for over six months. Learning
is focused on participation in research
activities and auditing specialized subjects
for their faculty or graduate school. Under
the guidance of a graduate school faculty
member, students will learn the skills
and specialized knowledge necessary for
graduate school. Students who wish to enroll
in this class can re-take a maximum of two

academic Japanese language classes.
*The Disciplinary Class cannot be chosen when
applying for this course.
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Number of Total Enrollment Students
Number of Total Enrollment Students 60
(New Applicants 45)

RENB
NI 604 (BT AZEIIZ145%)

BB

ROBIEDETICELYLT2E

() HAEFEEZELRWE

Q) HERDOR¥ZRFELLE, HEICBW
THERBE ICBI216FEOFERET
L7 S E DO KB W TEELE
BRABEM LOFERET T Ick
D¥ DN Y T 2N 2G5 X
ni-&

(3) A2 5212 H->Tld H AZERE 1A BR
N3 (1208 F) XIEN2MH Y o H AGE
BENEETHE, KtV 7R2H->TiE
HAGERE/1ARBR N2 XUd N1 I2AH8L
7=

LREDIAICH BB KNBEED B E T,

P R — AR —VREETIEE JE L

7230,

Eligibility

Applicants are eligible to apply if:

(1) they are not Japanese nationals

(2) in the case of those who have graduated
from a Japanese university, they have
completed 16 years of school education in
a foreign country or they have more than
3 years of a bachelor's degree program
and receive the degree equivalent to a
bachelor's degree in a foreign country

(3) Japanese language proficiency - For the
Start-up Class, they have passed N3 (120
points or more) or N2 of the Japanese
Language Proficiency Test or Japanese
proficiency equivalent to these levels.
- For the Basic Class, those who have
passed N2 or N1

There are other necessary conditions besides

the above. For more details, please refer to

the website and application guidelines.
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Flow Chart showing the Process from Application to Admission
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Application Period

For April Admission: November, February
*February: Domestic residence only

For October Admission: May
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Application Method

To apply, using the Okayama University
website or Directory of Researchers, find
a faculty member from whom you wish
to receive guidance in graduate school
and contact him/her before applying.
Download the application documents from
the Institute of Global Human Resource
Development website. After paying
the application fee, please submit the
application documents by post. For further
information and notes about applying,
please refer to the website.
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Selection Method

Successful applicants will be selected based
on screening of application documents and
an interview. The interview will confirm
and evaluate the applicant’s motivation for
learning and Japanese language proficiency.
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Admission and Enrollment Periods

Admission Period April or October
Enrollment Period Six months
(can be extended up to two years in some cases)
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Estimated Course Fees

Application Fee JPY 9,800
Admission Fee JPY 84,600
Tuition Fee (half-yearly) JPY 178,200
*Fee amounts are subject to change.
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Number of Enrolled Students

April 2019 19 students
October 2019 33 students
April 2020 15 students
October 2020 28 students
April 2021 27 students
October 2021 25 students
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Nationality/Region of Enrolled Students
Ttaly, Indonesia, Uzbekistan, Taiwan, China,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Mongolia, Russia
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Estimated Monthly Living Expenses
Apartment Rent JPY 40,000
Utilities JPY 15,000
Food JPY 30,000
Transportation JPY 0
Miscellaneous JPY 15,000
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Statistics of Course Graduates Entering
Okayama University Graduate Schools
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China/History Major

The teachers were really kind and fully supported
me in preparing for my Master’ s course application,
through revising my research proposal and
practicing for interviews. Academic Japanese
language proficiency is necessary for learning
specialized knowledge and taking specialized
subjects in graduate school, and the Pre-Master
Course enables you to gain them. You can also audit
classes from the graduate school. Through the Pre-
Master Course, you can enjoy a fulfilling study life
while making friends in Japan.
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China/Economics Major

Before enrolling in the Pre-Master Course, | hadn’ t
learned enough about academic Japanese and
was feeling anxious about going on to graduate
school. However, through my study in the Pre-
Master Course, my language proficiency improved,
and | was able to use Japanese better than before.
In addition, as well as academic Japanese, | also
learned Japanese that was often used in everyday
life. The Pre-Master Course taught me academic
methods of expression such as research proposals
and essays, how to use honorifics, how to give
presentations, and communication skills. I’ m
really grateful to the teachers in the course.
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Uzbekistan/Psychology Major
I’ m from Uzbekistan and graduated from a

Japanese university, but | had no experience
inwriting academic papers or giving presentations
in Japanese. In this course, | learn all fours kills of
advanced Japanese proficiency: reading, writing,
listening and speaking, in a well-balanced way. In
addition to learning the necessary knowledge and
skills for writing my research proposal, | also receive
individual guidance on academic Japanese. It’ s
very impressive that | can get a support about my
research from the professor in the graduate school.
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China/Literature Major

The Pre-Master Course has classes that are essential
for graduate students, such as thesis and report
writing, skills for making communication smoother
and interview preparation. By participating in my
classes, | was able to overall improve my Japanese
speaking, listening and writing abilities. In addition,
as well as Japanese study, you can also learn
specialized knowledge because you are able to
take classes in your area of specialization. The
teachers were also very kind and my classmates
would help each other out in our study. In such an



environment, my anxiety about studying abroad
completely disappeared, and | was able to improve
my Japanese language skills even more than | had
expected. I’ m really glad that | did the Pre-Master
Course.
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Vietnam/Education Major

When | graduated from university, | was thinking
about entering graduate school. At that time |
had JLPT N1, but | still struggled with writing
the research proposals necessary for entering
graduate school, as well as solving past questions
on the graduate school entrance exam. That was
because the Japanese | had learned was different
to academic Japanese. On my teaching advisor’ s
recommendation, | decided to enroll in the Pre-
Master Course. During the course, as well as learning
academic Japanese, | enhanced my thinking about
my research and had many opportunities to have
discussions with students researching in a diverse
range of fields. I’ m currently writing my Master’ s
thesis, but for me, everything | learned in the Pre-
Master Course is an important weapon.
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Mongolia/Education Major

When entering a Master’ s course, it’s common
to enroll as a research student, but in this case,
you create your research proposal and prepare
for the entrance exam by yourself or with your
teaching advisor. When undertaking research
activities for the first time, it’ s easy to imagine
that there are numerous times when you stumble.
However, Okayama University has the Pre-Master
Course, and by learning in that course, you can
gain fundamental knowledge such as setting
your research topic and how to write academic
papers. My time studying in this course was good
preparation for my research activities in graduate
school.
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China/Chemistry Major

In the Pre-Master Course, you study academic
Japanese and other subjects at Okayama University
as a research student. For international students
in humanities, even if you understand Japanese,
research in graduate school will be difficult if
your academic Japanese communication is not
on the same level as a Japanese person. For that
reason,half a year or a whole year of studying
academic Japanese is necessary. For science
major international students, even though the
necessary Japanese proficiency isn’ t as high as
humanities, it is still necessary to learn how to
interact with professors and other students,how
to give academic presentations and how to read
academic papers. In the Pre-Master course, you can
learn these kinds of academic Japanese for these
occasions systematically.
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