
Over the past two decades, we have witnessed a whole range of historically momentous

transformations, including the growing recognition of environmental crises and climate

change; the changing forms of governance based on developments in datafication and

artificial intelligence; the shifting modes of communication linked to the popular uses of the

social media; the changing nature of work and labor relations; the growing awareness of

geopolitical shifts; the increasing recognition of expanding social and economic inequalities;

the revival of nationalism, populism and anti-globalization sentiments; and the growing levels

of distrust in most of our key institutions, including higher education. In this talk, I will discuss

how these transformations have major implications for systems of higher education, requiring

us to reconsider the traditional roles and expectations of universities so that they can address

some of the key problems associated with these transformations. I will suggest the enormity

of our task demands nothing short of the need to re-imagine the purposes and governance of

higher education.
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Fazal Rizvi is an Emeritus Professor of Global Studies 

in Education at the University of Melbourne, as well as 

at the University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign. He 

has written extensively on issues of identity and culture 

in transnational contexts, globalization and education 

policy, internationalization of higher education, and 

Australia-Asia relations. His books related to this talk 

include Globalizing Education Policy (Routledge 2010) 

and Reimagining Globalization and Education 

(Routledge 2022). He is an editor-in-chief of the 4th 

edition of International Encyclopedia of Education 

(Elsevier 2022). Fazal is currently researching 

educational reform in Bhutan. 


